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Nga Take O Te Wa

Exhibition highlights woodworking talent

Kapiti plays host to woodworkers and their art

pepper mill inspired by an 18®

century submarine and a ring

cabinet were just some of the

ems on display at the Art of
Wood exhibition.

resident 1an Barbour took third
*~prize in the Wall Art category for his piece,

Iruandmasweﬂashlspasionln
mmy family.

He made a frame emulating a ring
where he could place the rings, along with
Photos of his ancestors.

The piece also comes with a compan-
fon booklet, also made out of wood, with

Guild three years ago and says he gets to
mix with some very talented people.

He says the guild is a vibrant club with
around 50 members who have a “lot of po-
tential”,

It was the first time Kapiti was host-
ing the exhibition, which included work
from clubs all around the country under
the banner of the National Association of
Woodworkers.

Trefor Roberts

Association president
spoke of his passion for theart

“If I think my drug and addiction is
woodturning and {f I can share that with
everybody else. it's not such abig drug®

Trefor says the idea for an exhibition
started about five years ago during Covid,
as there were none in the country.

He got together with a couple of others
and they came up with a format and man-
~@aged to get several pieces in the event.

Pieces were judged by “intemnational-

woodworkers

‘While some of the work was for sale, the

ed' in hollow forms for his ginger jar with
Kol icons.

In talking about the piece, Jim says nor-
mally a woodtumer would do a form and
then paint and decorate it

“This one. I wanted to start from the dec
oration and work backwards.

He says he had the idea to do ft with a
fine leaf copper.

It took him four attempts before he got

He was asked how many hours it took
him to do the piece and he advised to nev-
er count the hours.

“Because then youll never put a price
onft”

up.

Mark notes it was a real submarine and
explatned that in 1740, during the blockade
of the Hudson River, the Americans want-
ed to try and sink the British flagship.

“So one bright spark came up with the
idea of bullding a submarine and sweep-
ing under the flagship, driliing a hole and
attaching an with atimer on it to
_ the flagship and then make a hasty retreat”

He says he tried 10 make it as authentic

as possible, but there were quite a few vari-
ations.

The original submarine was made of
oak and iron and he tried to copy that as
much as he could.

Creating the stand also had its challeng-
esas it involved steam bending.

Third place in the omamental category
went to Jim Lowe for his bowd titled Seren-
getit Sunset.

Jim says 1t took him about three weeks
to make the piece, which was made from
Swamp Kauri and used restn, with some of
the designs painted using a stencil

He says he wanted to make a statement
that there is no reason why things people

things we make shouldnt be used on an
basis.”

everyday
Although he would draw the line at the
bowl being used as a salad bowl

dat

Peter Penhall won second and third in
plain bowls, as well as highly commended.

A newcomer to the competition, he says
he saw the amazing work being produced
and decided he coukdn’t compete.

But after seeing the plain bowls and
platters category. and with a bit of encour-
agement, he got involved.

“It's a real boost when what you enjoy
doing so much gets acknowledged.”

The best ftem by a new woodcrafter
went to Derek Gower for his jewellery
drawers.

He says his wife pointed out an image to
him and he decided to make it

“It was my first experience of steam
bending.” noting that it was a lot more com-
plicated than he expected.

There were other artistic pieces, from a
fascinator to sculptures making commen-
tary on the state of the world.
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